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Agenda

1. Online Learning
2. IBDP Implications
3. University Application Process
4. Questions



Online Learning

● We are aware Grade 11 have a lot of DP content to cover
● We have continued to monitor workload in the 

circumstances
● We may make one more refinement between now and June 

10th
● We are responding to feedback in surveys to students, 

teachers and parents



IBDP: Implications

● All IB DP students over the world are experiencing this
● The IBO have responded proactively up to this point
● We expect them to continue monitoring and collaborating 

with Universities and Schools moving forwards
● We encourage students to work on research and projects 

such as EE and CAS experiences whilst learning remains 
online

● We are confident that 150 SL hours will be covered
● We will continue to monitor lost instruction time and make 

the required adjustment for HL hours as we move into next 
academic year.



IBDP: What happened for 2020?

● IBO has said IA work, predicted grades, and school’s 
historical statistics will be used to determine final grades
○ The IBO has not shared how final grades will be 

calculated from these three data points
● IA work* and predicted grades sent by ISD
● Predicted grades shared with Parents
● *ISD will formally share anticipated grades with parents in 

June.



University Application Process

● What should my G11 child be doing right now? 
● Weekly Lessons
● The Current Landscape
● What should I be doing right now?



What should my G11 student be doing?

May

Individualized Process

Students initiate their own, custom-tailored 
process based on what their interests and 
needs are through the RESEARCH CYCLE. 
This typically includes the family meeting. 

August

Application Process

Students focus their energies on 
producing and submitting their 
applications to universities.

January

Basics 

Students learn the fundamentals of applying 
to university as well as the vocabulary and 
skills required for all students looking 
anywhere in the world, regardless of 
major/programme.

March

Details & Specifics

Students begin to learn more of the specifics 
about different pathways that they might be 
interested in as well as applying the research 
skills to develop lists. 

The Adjustments in Process Due to COVID-19



What should my G11 student be doing?



What should my G11 student be doing?

● We are asking G11 students to have a refined college list of ideally (but no more than) 
12-15 institutions by June 1, 2020.

● These universities should be “well-vetted” in the sense of research and affirmation by 
adults in the student’s life: parents, counselor, etc. 
○ This means that the student should have more than just a passing level of 

understanding with the school, a level of comfort that is developed through 
researching the school. 

● 1 hour of week in counseling = 15 minutes per night
○ The logic of starting and stopping on memory, retention, and stress → positive! 
○ If you focus your attention on these things that are in your control… 

● Finally… students should be communicating with their counselor regularly 
about their findings, questions, and lists!



Weekly Lessons

● Ultimately, we want students doing 15 minutes of college-related work per 
night, but as we have accelerated the process, we will be putting out 
suggested activities through Google Classroom to assist students in their 
research but also in consideration of other components of the application.

● These are not required but more for consideration and broadening of 
perspective.

● For example:
○ Virtual Tours
○ Essay considerations
○ Letters of Recommendation



The Current Landscape

● We are closely monitoring the impact of COVID-19 on the university 
application process and will keep you informed. 

● At this stage, the focus is mostly on the Class of 2020’s matriculation 
process and on the fall of 2020’s opening of universities, but we should soon 
have more information about the 2021s.

● For now, some takeaways:
○ Many institutions have decentralized the role of testing… 
○ Many institutions are reconsidering how they define their thresholds… 
○ Many students/families are considering staying closer to home/family… 



What should I be doing right now?

● Enjoy your time with your child.
● Talk about their college choices and preferences, really listening to their 

thoughts and ideas, limiting your perspective unless asked.
● Talk about colleges (honestly).
● Help them “check their baffles.”



Credits to Mindy Rose at Shanghai American School



Questions

What questions do you have for us? 


